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expenditure could be reduced consistently with
retaining the mandate was to set the relations
between ourselves and the people of Iraq upon a
treaty footing.   This would enable Air Force con-
trol to be established,, and would bring down the
cost of the garrison in three or four years from
thirty-five millions to less than five,   Mr. Churchill
had already made up his mind that Feisai would be
the best person with whom to make a treaty,
Nearly a year had passed since his conflict with the
French at Damascus, and in the interval he had
again been to London, not in connection with Iraq,
though there had of course been private conversa-
tions with him on the possibility of his going there,
but as representative of his father King Hussein,
with whom the Foreign Office were negotiating
about affairs in the Hcjaz.   Sir Percy Cox threw
himself whole-heartedly into the new policy, which
was approved by His Majesty's Government on
Mr. ChurchilPs return from Cairo, and Feisai was
informed that there would be no objection to his
visiting Iraq and offering himself as a candidate for
the throne, on the understanding that if he were
crowned King of Iraq he would, by treaty, enable
His Majesty's Government to fulfil their mandatory
responsibilities.    He arrived in Iraq in June 1921,
and his personal charm and ability, coupled no
doubt with the fact that he had the coupon, resulted
In his being almost unanimously accepted by the
people as their future ruler,   He was crowned King
of Iraq on the agrd August, with the formal recogni-
tion of His Majesty's Government, and on the roth
September he formed the first Council of Ministers,
which assumed the duties of the provisional Council
of State,